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Many works have reported high serum levels of 
IL-6 in various liver diseases, such as acute 
hepatitis (24), alcoholic cirrhosis (25), primary biliary 
cirrhosis (PBC)(26), chronic hepatitis and HCV-
correlated liver cirrhosis (27) and in hepatocellular 
carcinoma (HCC) (28). On the other hand, IL-1�5 
gives rise to the cascade of the inflammatory 
response and recent reports have shown that its 
levels are higher in HCV-related liver diseases 
than in other forms of liver damage (29). Its 
polymorphisms behind are related to the risk of 
progression to HCC (2). 
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